
 

[Nepal Earthquake-Situation Report] 

 

 

MISSION 

 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TO THE NEPAL EARTHQUAKE 

 
MERCY Malaysia deployed its first team, consisting of 7 members and a full field hospital ERU set, 
from Malaysia on 26th April 2015. MERCY Malaysia has been providing medical relief to those 
affected by the Earthquake in the town of Ipatole, Sanku through setting up a +1 Field Hospital, 
Psychosocial Child Friendly Space and conducting mobile clinics in surrounding villages. 
 
 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 
An earthquake struck Nepal on 25th April 2015, with its epicenter in Lamjung, about 80 kilometers 
away from Kathmandu. The earthquake affected 39 districts, destroying an estimated 70,000 houses 
and partially damaging 530,000 houses.   
 
As of 29th April, the Ministry of Home Affairs reported over 8,000 deaths and 10,194 injured people. 
An estimated 2.8 million Nepalese have been displaced by the earthquake. Search and Rescue (SAR) 
is limited to Kathmandu Valley as well as relief activities due to the damage to communication and 
transportation infrastructure. 
 
On the 12th of May 2015, Nepal was struck by a second large earthquake of magnitude 7.3. This 
second earthquake caused further damage, increasing the death toll to 8,462 and injured to over 
20,000 people. Houses which were still partially standing are now totally damaged, increasing the 
number of people displaced and homeless. Furthermore, the occurrence of the second earthquake 
and continued aftershocks has severely traumatized thousands of people who now fear of returning 
into buildings and are struggling to cope with large scale loss, both infrastructure and human lives.  
 
MERCY Malaysia has been focusing its operations within the town of Ipatole, Sankhu in Kathmandu 
District in accordance with a request made by the Ministry of Health and Population of Nepal. It is 
situated 15 kilometers away from Kathmandu City. Sankhu is one of the worst affected areas by the 
earthquake, with 80% of the houses damaged in the area.  
 
The population of Sankhu is estimated to be 30,000 people, with the population of Ipatole estimated 
around 10,000 people. The majority of the population sustain themselves through agricultural 
activities, such as wheat production. Poverty levels within the area are high and basic hygiene 
practices low. 
 
 

OPERATIONS OVERVIEW 

 
MERCY Malaysia deployed its Rapid Assessment Team (RAT), consisting of 3 doctors, 1 nurse, 1 staff 
and 2 logisticians and a full +1 Field Hospital to Nepal on the 26th of April. The seven-member team 
entered Nepal through Malaysian Air Force flight and reached in Kathmandu on April 28th after 
multiple challenges in landing at the airport.  
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MERCY Malaysia was assigned to Ipatole, Sankhu. The RAT arrived in the area in the afternoon of 
April 28th, rapidly concluding through a quick assessment that there was a significant need for a field 
hospital. The health facilities within the area had been compromised by the earthquake and the 
nearest functional hospital was inaccessible to a majority of the population due to destruction of 
road networks. The team thereby set up a level +1 Field Hospital on the grounds of the Shree 
Bhagwati Higher Secondary School within consent from local authorities and school leaders.  
 
The Level +1 Field hospital consists of an Outpatient Department (OPD), Operating Theatre, 
Recovery Ward and Child Friendly Space. The hospital offers both physical medical services and 
psychosocial support free of charge. Subsequent medical teams have been deployed to support RAT, 
including pharmacists, surgeons, nurses, medical assistants, logisticians and psychologists. On the 
same day as setting up the hospital, doctors consulted 80 patients in the OPD. MERCY Malaysia 
medical teams have also conducted several mobile clinics to surrounding villages in the mountains, 
as people injured by the earthquake are unable to travel down to Ipatole for treatment due to 
various reasons. Since then, MERCY Malaysia has provided both medical services and psychosocial 
support to around 3,400 patients.  
 
As the emergency medical relief phase has come to a close a month after the first earthquake struck 
Nepal, MERCY Malaysia has closed down its +1 Field Hospital in Ipatole. MERCY Malaysia however is 
still conducting several activities in Nepal, such as distribution of hygiene kits and shelter 
assessments as the organization works by a Total Disaster Risk Management working method. 
MERCY Malaysia has been collaborating with the Transcultural Psychosocial Organization (TPO) in 
training community health workers as para-counsellors to provide long term psychosocial assistance 
to the community. MERCY Malaysia has been conducting several assessments of possible WASH and 
Shelter projects that can be implemented, as the need for assistance remains high. The team was 
been working closely with local health centers, posts and partners in adopting the hospital 
emergency preparedness plan program championed by the National Society for Earthquake 
Technology (NSET). 
 
 

FURTHER ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 
 
There is an urgent need for proper temporary shelters as the monsoon season starts next month. As 
the majority of the population is staying in makeshift tents and IDP sites, increased rainfall has 
already caused an increase in the number of ARIs, mosquito bites and skin diseases. Furthermore, 
those with previous chronic illnesses and non-earthquake related injuries are increasingly vulnerable 
as current makeshift shelters are inadequate at providing enough protection against natural 
elements, stop spread of disease nor provide enough privacy.  
 
Low standards of living in the makeshift shelters and lack of access to clean water has placed a large 
number of people at risk to communicable and waterborne diseases, especially vulnerable groups 
such as pregnant women and young children. Thereby, there is a high need for Dignity Kits and 
reproductive medical services.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

[Nepal Earthquake-Situation Report] 

 

 
 

 
 
Hygiene Kits distribution to the affected communities by MERCY Malaysia Executive Director, Mr 
Ahmad Faezal in Gaurungtol 
 

 
 
MERCY Malaysia Child Friendly Space next to the field hospital in Sankhu 
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MERCY Malaysia Child Friendly Space next to the field hospital in Sankhu 
 

 
 
Mobile clinic at Bisambra village  
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Mobile Clinic in Nagarkot 
 

 
 
President of MERCY Malaysia, Dato' Dr Ahmad Faizal Bin Mohd Perdaus checking a patient during his 
visit to Nepal. 


